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The purpose of this first annual report is to provide 
the sponsoring bureau of this Supervised Independent Study Program 
and secondary school staffs with a comprehensive description of 
program activities for the fiscal year 1972 together with the 
intended program developments for the fiscal year 1973* Statistical 
data and case studies are presented to support the conclusion that 
this program in vocational education has made significant strides in 
combating Bucks County's dropout problems at the secondary level* A 
staff of two full-time and four part-time personnel have counseled, 
tested, and tutored students by preparing them for the 6ED test and 
by offering competently written home vocational correspondence 
courses. By participating in this program, dropouts have raised their 
employment chances. Related programs include vocational training 
courses for prisoners, juvenile delinqtients, the handicapped, and for 
drug addicts. Over 300 young people have been aided by the Supervised 
Independent Study Program. Sample program materials, counseling 
guidelines, and ^ map of Bucks County showing the dropout 
distribution are provided. (Author /AG) 
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PREFACE 

The purpose of this Annual Report is to provide the sponsoring 
Bureau of the Supervised Independent Study Program and secondary school 
staffs with a comprehensive description of program activities for FY 72 
together with anticipated actions for FY 73. * 



ill 



INTRODUCTION 



The Supervised Independent Study Program has completed its 
first year. During this period, the Program has made significant progress 
in combating Bucks County's dropout problem, and even greater strides are 
anticipated for FY 73. The statistics and case studies contained herein 
support that conclusion. 

In close cooperation with secondary school staffs and Business/ 
Industry Committee members. Program counselors have worked to prevent 
young people from dropping out of school. Committee members have given 
generously of their time and experience in taking potential dropouts to 
their places of business for the purpose of showing the value of a high 
school diploma in the marketplace. Additionally, strong vocational train- 
ing has also been stressed, and the experience of seeing direct applica- 
tions in the presence of successful businessmen has proven very effective. 

The staff of two full time and four part time personnel have counseled, 
tested and tutored young men and women toward a promising future by pre- 
paring them for the GED test and by offering competently written I.C.S. 
vocational correspondence courses. Dropouts have found that by actively 
participating in the Supervised Independent Study Program, their chances 
for employment are immeasurably better. 

An increasing number of schools have accepted ICS courses for 
home-bound instructions, and there are numerous examples of students either 



making up courses for credit or keeping up with their classes even though 
incapacitated. 

Because over 78% of the inmates of Bucks County Prison are 
dropouts and, generally speaking, have no vocational skills, the Program 
has worked with Prison officials in offering vocational correspondence 
courses. These courses are also offered at the Rehabilitation Center and 
the Juvenile Detention Home and the results have been gratifying. 

A similar situation exists in Bucks County's "TODAY" program. 
The young people participating in the "Treatment of Drugs Among Youth" 
are taking advantage of vocational courses in order to re-enter society 
as contributing citizens. 

There are many other examples of individuals and groups having 
been helped by the Program, and many appear within this report. It can 
be fairly said that over three hundred young men and women who ordinarily 
would fall outside the established "system" of education have been helped 
to become productive and contributing citizens. 
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Map of Bucks County Showing Dropout Distribution 
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STAFF 



PROJECT DIRECTOR 

Mr. Daniel H. Evans is a recently retired Commander, USN. 
As a Naval Aviator he has seen duty throughout the world. His academic 
credits include Bucknell University, the United States Naval Academy 
(graduated in 1951), George Washington University, (MA), and the Armed 
Forces Staff College. Teaching duties have included the United States 
Naval Academy, George Washington and Penn State Universities and service 
schools. He will begin his Doctoral program at Lehigh in the winter 
semester. 

FUIX TIME COUNSELOR (LOWER BUCKS) 

Mr. Joseph Finn, a recently retired Air Force sergeant, has had 
considerable experience in counseling and training young men. Especially 
valuable is his most recent tour in Viet Nam where his duties acquainted 
him with such problems as drugs, race relations and varying behavioral 
standards. Mr. Finn has attended Kentucky State College, numerous service 
schools, and will enroll in Bucks County Community College in the winter 
semester. 

PART TIME COUNSELOR (LOWER BUCKS) 

Mr. James Carrington has had both the background and experience 
to contribute heavily toward reaching the goals of this program. He is no^ 
an Assistant to the Principal at Delhaas Junior High School in Bristol 
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Township. His academic background includes University of Maryland, (BA) , 
and graduate courses at Penn State, Trenton State, culminating in a 
Psychology Masters from Millersville State. His seven years as a Special 
Education teacher adds an important facet Co the overall ability of the 
Staff. 

PART TIME COUNSELOR (MIDDLE AND UPPER BUCKS) 

Mr. Thomas Baldwin is now teaching English at Council Rock 
Intermediate School. With a vital interest in young people, Mr. Baldwin 
has been very active in such activities £?s the Big Brother Program, the 
Recreation Center Programs and church groups ♦ His academic background 
has been centered at Kent State University where he received his BS and 
has done graduate work toward a degree in School Psychology. His summer 
work with students who have failed English and his experimental classes 
for non-graded students have helped prepare him for this Program. 

PART TIME COUNSELOR 

Mr. Neil C. Stover, a recent graduate of Lehigh University, is 
at present in a Social Restoration intern program at that school. His 
undergraduate training in International Relations and various social work 
and teaching assignments have given him a solid foundation on which to grow 
in the Supervised Independent Study Program. 

PART TIME COUNSELOR 

Mr. James J. Haffey, a graduate of King's College, is another 
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intern in the Lehigh University Social Restoration Program. His active 
interest in vocational training and his personal background in various 
jobs have given him an excellent insight into the needs of vocational 
training for students and those held in institutions. 
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The following guidelines are the distillation 
of the Program's first year of experience and 
were developed in concert with full-time and 
part-time counselors. 
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COUNSELING GUIDELINES 

1. Develop close, harmonious relationships with school staffs, 
especially the assistant principals and counselors. Their coopera- 
tion is vital to the success of the Program. 

2. Develop skill in counseling so as to be able to balance com- 
passion and a sincere desire to help with a pragmatic realization of 
our time and resource limitation^ 

3. Balance the counseling approach between the ICS GED prepara- 
tion and ICS vocational courses, and then counsel as appropriate to 
the student's needs. 

4. Ensure a third-person presence when counseling outside the 
office. This would apply both to male and female students, but 
especially, of course, to females. Clearly identify yourself as a 
member of Bucks County Public Schools. 

5. Whenever possible, obtain participation by parents or legal 
guardians. 

6. Improve your counseling techniques by study of the accepted 
texts and related articles. These will be provided by the Project 
Director. 

7. Periodically encourage those enrolled either by personal con- 
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tapt, telephone, or simple note* Recognize that many have been branded 
"losers" by the system and may have low personal esteem. Another fac- 
tor is that correspondence work is inherently lonely work and requires 
a high degree of self discipline. 

8. Avoid the tendency to underestimate the rigors of correspon- 
dence work. In the desire to help a young person, it is easy to 
inadvertently imply that our Program gives a cheap, easy shot at 
success. 

9. Maintain accurate records. They are valuable not only for 
justifying our existence, but will be invaluable at the end of the 
year for evaluating the past and thereby improving future efforts. 

10. While our tuition fund is fairly generous, we should, where 
appropriate, ask for either full or partial payment of course costs. 
This has £ two- fold effect. First, we can make the money go further; 
and, secondly, we can attain a greater likelihood of completion by 
the student. 

11. Always keep in mind that what we have to offer is a wonder- 
ful opportunity for those students who are turned off by the "system," 
thost. who unfortunately must leave school, and the "push-outs." 
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ACCOMPTJSHMENTS 



• Staffing has been completed. 

• All Bucks County public and parochial high schools 
and numerous iunior high schools -have been visited. 
Briefings have been given to staffs at the princi- 
pal, assistant principal, and counselor levels* 

• The Upper, Middle, and Lower Bucks County Business/ 
Industry Committees have been formed, and active 
participation has been effected. 

• Active use is made of the Wide Range Acliievuaent Test 
V,wr<AT) as a useful tool for gauging overall readi- 
ness for the GED test and for identifying specific 
areas where concentrated study . is required. 

• Special Supervised Independent Study classes have 
been instituted in Lower Bucks County. These 
classes are primarily aimed at the motivated, needy 
youngsters of that area, many of whom have compre- 
hensive problems. Special counseling and tutoring 
are available to help them obtain a GED diploma and 
to prepare them vocationally for entry into the job 
market. 



w Special Supervised Independent Study classes, voca- 
tionally oriented, have been instituted in the County 
Prison system. Counseling is used to establish areas 
of interest, and the Wide Range Achievement Test is 
used to gauge academic ability. Two staff members 
are available for counseling and help with the 
International Correspondence School's vocational 
courses. 
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• Active liaison has been established with existing social 
service organizations both to avoid duplication of 
effort and to take advantage of their case contacts. 

• A significant number of High School Counselors and Home/ 
School Visitors have visited the International Corres- 
pondence School facility. Additional trips are 
scheduled for the remainder of the counselors. 

• Statistical analyses of dropouts have been initiated. 

• Vocational counseling, testing and tutoring have been 
made available to dropouts who are participants in the 
Bucks County "TODAY" Program. The "Treatment of Drugs 
Among Youth Program" contains many dropouts vitally in 
need of vocational training. 
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FY 72 STATISTICAL ANALYSIS 



Number of full time counselors: 2 

Number of part time counselors: 4 

Anticipated number of Bucks County dropouts, 

School Year 1971-1972: 950 

Total number of individuals contacted: 1114 

Total number of contacts made: 2415 

Total number enrolled in ICS courses: 151 

Total number tested (WRAT) : 341 

Total nximber remaining in school through Program efforts, 
(i»e., counseling by Business /Indus try Committee 

members): 53 

Total number who have taken GED Test: 54 
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FUTURE PLANS 



The aims of the Program for the following year are: 



• Selectively augment the number of Business/industry 
Committee members. 



• Consistently encourage greater participation and 
closer liaison by schools. This will be accom- 
plished by distribution of the annual report, more 
visits, and effective word- of -mouth endorsement. 



• Attend more high school adult education registra- 
tions so that the prospective students may be made 
aware of the Supervised Independent Study Program's 
offerings. 



• Increase the efforts at the Junior High School 

level in order to strengthen the "preventive" aspect 
of the Program. Through vocationally oriented 
counseling, the Program has already pr^'^ented some 
incipient dropouts from leaving school. 



• Increase the counseling and tutoring services to 
disadvantaged students, especially in the southern 
part of the County. 
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This section contains short biographies and student comments 
on selected individuals. They are included to offer insight into the 
scope of the Program and to illustrate how effective it has been. 



In accordance with local prison regulations, certain enrollees 
are identified alphabetically in lieu of given names. 
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CHARLES M. GUTHRIE, JR. 
17 

WOQDROW WILSON HIGH SCHOOL 



Did not have enough credits to graduate frustrated with system did 

very well on WRAT test will take GED test enrolled in Plumbing and 

Heating course. .working toward Master Plumber. 



"The Program interested me in my education and 
future. It has given me something to look forward 
to. Now I will have something. Before I felt I 
had nothing." 



GLENN DAWSON 
16 

PALISADES HIGH SCHOOL 



In eleventh grade at Tech school. .. .immobilized by automobile accident.... 
needed geometry course to remain with his class. .. .working on correspon- 
dence geometry course. .. .exam will be given under Paxisade's supervision., 
will enter twelfth grade in September. 

"The Program is helping me because I'm going to pass 
11th Grade, or else I'd be behind. Now I can stay 
with my friends and be a senior. And 1*11 be able 
to graduate on time." 
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WESLEY HENDRICKSON 
15 

PENNRIDGE SOUTH JUNIOR HIGH 



Wanted to drop out of school. .poor grades. .no motivation. .likes 
auto mechanics ..wanted Tech school but not eligible. .. .Program counselor 
worked with school counselor and offered vocation correspondence on condi- 
tion boy would cooperate. .. .doing well in course. .. .grades up and accepted 
at Tech school. 

"I am staying in school because the automotive course 
helped me get into Tech school. Before, because of 
'not trying and bad grades, I couldn*t get into Tech 
school.** 



WALTER WERKHEISER 
21 

LENAPE JUNIOR HIGH 



Had reading problems which led to poor grades. ... left school. ... spent 19 
months in Marines. .employed as cement finisher and carpenter ... .working 
toward master carpenter ... .preparing for GED. .. .working closely with Pro- 
gram counselors on his weak areas.... is doing very well. 

'*I have completed approximately half of the GED pre- 
paratory C9urses and the counselors have tutored me in 
tough areas. I tried night courses, but they would 
have taken three years. This course can be done after 
work. After the GED test, I would- like to take the 
carpentry course." 
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LINDA LENOR 

16 

QUAKERTOTN HIGH 



Left school to get married. .decided to return and complete eleventh 
grade. .worked closely with Program counselor. .. .now being tutored 
to make up work lost over the summer.... an excellent student. 

"I am so happy that the Program worked with Mr. Williams, 
my counselor, and got me back to school. I will do any- 
thing to be up with my class. Thank you." 



MRS. E. LEE ASHER 
34 

BLOOMFIELD, INDIANA 

Family moved constantly. .. .caused her to fall behind and become dis- 
couraged. .. .doing general nurse's aid work in hospital. .. .working 
towards GED diploma. .wants to then further her nurse's training. 



"Really didn't think I would ever be able to do work 
for my diploma. I felt embarrassed because the children 
seemed to know more than me. I really want to learn so 
I can go on and become a registered nurse.'* 
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BILL DILLER 
17 

COUNCIL ROCK HIGH 



Unhappy in high school. .poor grades. .left school but couldn't 
find a job.... had been warned by authorities. .referred to Program 
by school. .. .counseled and tested. .. .Program counselor spoke with 
Navy Recruiter. .. .arranged for GED and entrance into Navy.... has com- 
pleted boot camp. .. .doing very well. 

"Mr. Evans wrote a letter confirming I passed the 
GED, and he helped me get into the Navy. My family 
and I are very happy that I was able to get into 
the Navy and in the vocational school of my choice." 



STEPHEN KINDT 
20 

WOODROW WILSON HIGH 



Left school to enlist in Marine Cr.'rps Reserve. . . .presently working on 
swimming pools. .. .enrolled in Architecture Drawing. .. .working towards 
GED.... would like to go into pool construction. .. .doing very well. 



"I really like what I'm doing. The Supervised 

Independent Study Program made it possible for me 

to complete high school and go into a vocational 
training course." 
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DEBRA PENNINGS 
19 

CENTRAL BUCKS WEST HIGH 



Left school when she needed only one credit to graduate. •Program 
counselor worked closely with school counselor. school would accept 
credit for correspor-^ence course. •completed a "Physiology and Health" 
course.... will receive Central Bucks West High School Diploma in June. 

"I learned a lot doing the lessons about the body. 
Now I'm getting a regular diploma from CB West, 
without having to go to night school or summer 
school." 



HELENA RASE 
17 

BISHOP CON\^EIi HIGH 



Lost interest in school. .. .did very well on WRAT test. .. .received 
GED diploma. .. .will enter Bucks County Community College in the 
fall. .. .pleased with her own accomplishments. 



"The program helped me a lot by helping me get 
my diploma and getting me into college. It 
helped me decide what I wanted to do, too." 



ERLC 



19 



T 



SUSAN TOSCANO 

18 

NESHAMINY HIGH 



Lack of interest in school coupled with other problems caused her 
to leave school. .did very well on WRAT test. .. .received GED diploma., 
will enter Bucks County Community College. ... is very happy and doing 
very well. 



"The program has been very helpful for me in 
gaining self confidence and completing high 
school." 



MICHAEL L. VETTER 
21 

WOODROM WILSON HIGH 



Found school boring. .. ♦had a bad attitude. .. .presently working as a 
knitter and apprentice mechanic. ... enrolled in machine shop course.... 
going to Philadelphia Textile College. 



"It's giving me a very good chance to do some- 
thing for myself, so living can be made easier." 
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PETliR WliAVER 
18 

PALIS ADIvS HIGH 



erJc 



Wanted to leave school. •Program counselor contacted Mr« Edward 
Miller of Eastern Rotocraft and arranged a meeting. • • .Mr • Miller took 
Peter out of school .^nd showed him through his plant* .Peter re- 
mained in school. .. .teachers and counselors working with him to over- 
come his difficulties with math. 

*'Mrr Miller talked to me about high school and 
he got across the importance of a high school 
education. He showed me around his plant and he 
talked to me about all kinds of things. He took 
his time off and really cared about whether I stayed 
in or not." 



STUDENT A 
20 

BUCKS COUNTY PRISON 



Left school to join the Marines. .given WRAT test, .enrolled in 
carpentry course, .. .doing very wel3.. • . -wants to work with carpenters 
and start his own carpentry business. 



•'The Program is giving- me training that will help 
me in my trade. I'm glad something is being done 
to try to help me learn while I'm in prison.'' 
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ST?JDENT B 
19 

BUCKS COUNTY PRISON 



Left school because he was not able to keep up with the work or cope 
with the system. ••.enrolled in nasonry course. •. .progress is average. ••• 
wants to get a job and stay out of jail^ 

"Program is giving me a trade and some hope for 
the future. The counselors have been helping me 
to get oriented to society and are giving me help 
to go on and finish the course^" 



STUDENT C 
28 

BUCKS COUNTY PRISON 



High School graduate^., •given WRAT test, ••.enrolled in Piroduction 
Management courses. •. .just began, but showing progress. .• .hopes to 
work as a manager of trucking company. 



"The Program is helping me in getting training and 
I'm learning things that will be importaat to me in 
my future business. I'm pleased with the course 
because it's also helping in building my math skills^" 
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STUDENT D 
27 

BUCKS COUNTY PRIS(W 



Left school early. .enrolling in air conditioning course. .progress- 
ing well. .. .interested in improving himself and getting a good job.... 
eventually wants to go to school and become a drug counselor. 

"Through these courses I am learning a trade that 
will support me while I'm on n^r way through school. 
I want to train to becone a drug counselor. The 
Program also helped get me out of jail with the 
promise that the course would be completed." 



STUDENT E 
20 

BUCKS COUNTY PRISON 



Marine Corps veteran... .left school early. .. .could not keep up with 
classmates.... reading problem. .. .given WRAT test. .enrolled in 
Carpenter-Builder course, .earning A*s and B's. 



"I would really like to be a good carpenter 

and with this course I can be one even though 

I'm in prison. Then maybe I can find a good" 
job." 
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REMARKS 


Contacted. Working at dnive-in. 
Not interested now. 


Working tool manufacturer. 
Desires H. S. through GED program 


Preparing for GED exam. 


Tested quite poorly. Talked with, 
parents. Working towards GED 
completion. 


Will test for GED in June 
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STUDENT'S NAME 


Johnston, Mary 


Mason, Suzanne 


Stewart, Valerie 


Strange, James 


Treadway, Elizabel 
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Will take GED test in June. 
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REMARKS 


Tested, Now working toward H. S, 
GED test and carpentry. 
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